Briefless   Barrister
1891-1893
M. K. GANDHI, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, reached Bombay in July 1891.
His arrival home was shadowed by a great sorrow; his dearest mother
was dead. His elder brother, who had come to receive him in Bombay,
revealed the news now though the mother had died while he was in
London. Gandhi was dazed but gave no outward expression. He
stayed with Dr. Mehta, who had received him in London. And
during this stay he came in contact with an amazing personality,
Rajchandra Ravjibhai, a poet, and a jeweller by profession. He
had a wonderful memory and faculty to attend to several things
simultaneously. Deeply religious and well versed in Hindu philos-
ophy, he impressed Gandhi intensely. Rajchandra was a Jain youth,
of nearly the same age as Gandhi and came also from Kathiawad.
Though he died at the early age of thirty~thrce, he profoundly in-
fluenced many people, and did much to create a new spirit among the
Jains of Gujarat with his idealism, and his belief in a good life as the
most essential part of religion. Of him Gandhi observed : "Indeed, I
put him much higher than Tolstoy in religious perception. Both
Rajchandra and Tolstoy have lived as they have preached."
Gandhi's elder brother took him directly from Bombay to Nasik to
perform the purificatory ceremony to assuage the wrath of his comm-
unity. On his return to Rajkot he was duly received back into religious
communion with the members of his caste. Meanwhile the leaders
of his caste in Bombay and Porbandar had excommunicated him.
At Rajkot Gandhi started educating the family children according
to his new ideas. His own son was about four years old. He introduced
oatmeal porridge and cocoa and banished tea and coffee which had
recently made intrusion in his house. He taught physical exercise and
dressed the children in the European style.
The household expense went up and to meet it Gandhi left for
Bombay to establish practice, gain experience of courts and study